HOW TO PLAY "SEVERAL MILLION PIECES"

by Jim Theobald for 2 or more players

Each ' ' -

Thesepéggzg ;Zce%ves four large pages of music labeled 4,B,C, and D

in ensembles uy'te irranged in any order, with the stipuia%ién that

different frompan; ofp%iyeriﬁ cach must arrange the pages in on ovder
e others, and no one

same page at the same time, for-éxample: should be playing the

Player I II 11T v

PageL;order ABCD BCDA CDAB DABC

If more than 4 players are playing, there.are many more possibillitiles,
for example, one player can double another consistently, or the
doublings can rotate page by page, Or only one player 1s to play each
page at a time wlth the instrumentation changling by a prearranged
order, as long as the maximum number of different pages 1s - belng
played at any one time.

MOVEMENTS

The plece may be performed in 1,2, 3 or I movements, the movements
peing changed only page by bage, for example:

ONE MOVEMENT: all four pages played stralght through at the same
tempo.
TWO MOVEMENTS: one page abt one tempo, the other three at a different

tempo, with a pause between the two movements, OR
two pages at one tempo and two at another, etc.

THREE MOVEMENTS: one, One, two; or two, one, one; etc.

FTOUR MOVEMENTS: each page at a different tempo.

o

REMEMBER, WHAT DEFINES A MOVEMENT IS TEMPO: and pause between pages.
Tempo, obviously, 1s totally up to the performers, except that éach

movement must be at a different tempo from the one before or after,
and each page must be played straighh.through-at the same tempo.

OCTAVES may be changed at will.
INSTRUMENTATION'is up to the imagination and musicilanship of the player

. an all-oboe OT all-non-pitched percusslon performance 18 not out of the

question.

ARTICULATION (staccato, legato, marcato, etc.) is up to each performer

HAVE FUN
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